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For immediate release – Tuesday 22nd March 2011
Chancellor must ‘protect the frontline’ of social care say leading learning disability organisations
The Learning Disability Coalition presented its petition to ‘protect the frontline’ to Chancellor George Osborne at 11 Downing Street on 22nd March 2011.  The petition demanded that as he sets his budget, the Chancellor ensures that there is enough public funding to meet the support needs of people with learning disabilities.
Anthea Sully, Director of the Learning Disability Coalition (LDC) said, “in a recent survey 84% of local councils told the LDC that they had a difficult funding situation for social care support and 20% were making cuts - double the number from last year.  It is more important than ever that the Chancellor holds to the Government’s promise to guarantee ‘dignity and respect’ for disabled people”.
Andrew Lee co-chair of the Learning Disability Coalition and Director of People First, presented the petition in a red ‘budget box’ and said “when the Chancellor sits down after setting the budget, every person with learning difficulties and their families will know if the Government has done the right thing in supporting people with learning difficulties or has failed everybody and people will not be able  to trust what they say ever again.”

Barbara Draper, Co-Chair of The National Forum for People with Learning Difficulties said that “the Chancellor needs to know that people are worried about the cuts and the money.  They are worried about what they are going to be losing out on.  People are worried what their benefits might be including income support and housing benefit”.
The petition was signed by over 1,600 people with learning disabilities, their parents and carers, who are joining with the members of the Learning Disability Coalition in calling on the Government to protect frontline services.

--END—
For further press information please contact Xanthe Breen on 0845 230 0372 / 0773 053 1504 or email xanthe.breen@downs-syndrome.org.uk
Notes to editors:

· Social Care - the Continuing Crisis http://tinyurl.com/ybxdtfy reveals the results of a survey of local councils and people with a learning disability, and builds on the results of a survey of local councils carried out last year ahead of the general election.  The results of this year’s surveys indicate that both people with a learning disability and local authorities are experiencing a precarious situation in the funding of social care support.  

· Members of the Coalition are: Association for Real Change, British Institute of Learning Disabilities, Down’s Syndrome Association, Foundations for People with Learning Disabilities, Mencap, The National Autistic Society, The National Forum for People with Learning Difficulties, People First, Real Life Options, Sense, National Family Carer Network, Turning Point, United Response and Voyage.

· Its co-chairs are Mark Goldring, Chief Executive, Mencap and Andrew Lee, Director of People First.

· The Learning Disability Coalition was set up over three years ago to make sure that there is better funding for people with a learning disability. 
