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The Learning Disability Coalition (LDC) is pleased to be able to contribute to the Health Select Committee’s inquiry into Public Expenditure.  The LDC has 15 member organisations and over 160 supporter organisations and since its formation in 2007 has argued the case for better and more sustainable funding for social care support for adults with a learning disability.

Summary
The Learning Disability Coalition’s response focuses on the issues relating to social care only.

The current social care system is underfunded, and with the increase in demand in services from an ageing population and an increase in the number of people with a learning disability, this is a crisis which is set to worsen.

Local authorities are in a very difficult position as they are expected to make significant cuts to spending whilst facing increasing demands to services.  This is likely to result in fewer people getting the services that they need.

The additional funding announced in the 2010 Spending Review is welcome, but there is little evidence that this has reached the frontline.

This has been compounded by a removal of ring-fencing which has removed the duty on local authorities to spend the money from central Government as allocated.
� Association for Real Change (ARC); BILD (British Institute of Learning Disabilities); The Down’s Syndrome Association; Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities; the Hesley Group; Mencap; National Autistic Society; People First; Real Life Options; Sense; The National Forum for People with Learning Difficulties; National Family Carer Network; Turning Point; United Response and Voyage.





