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The Learning Disability Coalition represents 15 learning disability organisations who have come together to form one group with one voice
. The Coalition believes that people with a learning disability have the right to live independent lives with the support they need. The members of the Coalition campaign to make sure that there is sufficient funding to enable people with a learning disability to have the same choices and chances as everyone else. 

The Learning Disability Coalition welcomes the Commission’s proposal to introduce a single statute for social care law. The current legal framework is fragmented and complex. This has led to a system heavily subject to a postcode lottery and inaccessible to many who require care and support. A single statute with supporting guidance will go some way to be clear as to obligations on local authorities and the rights and entitlements for people with a learning disability and family carers. 

The Learning Disability Coalition believes that is critical that the single statute is firmly set within a Human Rights framework ensuring that people with a learning disability support needs are met through a concept of entitlement. The future statue should be built upon these core principles, setting out the vision for the social care system. 

In welcoming the duty to assess, the Coalition believes that the statute needs to go further to address some of the other weaknesses in the system. There must be certainty that those who need a service are assessed, and we would recommend a trigger for people with a learning disability who live with older parents.  Housing needs should also be taken into account. 
The Coalition wishes to emphasise the importance of respecting and responding to the needs of carers as critical to supporting people with a learning disability, their families and friends. The introduction of a carer’s assessment duty will help many to get past a hurdle to services.  Provision needs to be made for assessment if there is a change in circumstances, as well as for longer term planning for people leaving with older carers.
Of particular concern to the Coalition is the way in which eligibility criteria can be used by local authorities to cut spending on social care support. Statute should provide a framework facilitating nationally set eligibility criteria based on a concept of entitlement to ensure that the current unfairness can be eradicated. 

Based upon the concept of entitlement social services should be given powers to provide and procure suitable housing and appropriate support, where necessary. Without this being enforceable social services will lose leverage to ensure that people receive the housing that they need. Including the spirit of section 21 would ensure that social services continue to take final responsibility in the provision of housing and support.  

People with a learning disability and their families lose the ability to choose where they live local because of the fear that moving will result in losing their package of care, a direct result of the current ordinary residence and portability framework. The proposed duties would help to alleviate this, however further guidance is needed. 

The Coalition supports the view that the scope of services should be defined in the statute using a short and broad list. User groups should not be defined. 

Every individual should have a care plan for the care and support they receive. They should also have choice and control in where they live. The statute should give clear guidance on what is expected from local authorities.   

The Coalition recognises the importance of joint working and supports the duties to co-operate. 

A duty should be placed on local authorities to produce strategic plans. In order to ensure that the support needs of people with a learning disability are met, it is critical that local authorities have the information contained in learning disability registers and the Coalition believes that these should be retained or replaced with an improved compulsory record system. Without such information, local authorities will fail to adequately plan for services in their area.

In summary the Learning Disability Coalition supports and welcomes moves to improve the social care legal framework. The creation of a single statute is a critical tool in ensuring the system is just and fair and that the human rights of people with a learning disability and their carers are honoured.

For more information, please contact Anthea Cox, Director – The Learning Disability Coalition – 123 Golden Lane, London EC1Y 0RT – 020 7696 6963












� LDC members are: Association for Real Change, British Institute of Learning Disabilities, Down’s Syndrome Association, Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities, Mencap, National Autistic Society, The National Forum for People with Learning Difficulties, People First, Real Life Options, Sense, National Valuing Families Forum, National Family Carer Network, Turning Point, United Response and Voyage.
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