[image: image1.png]. Learning
Disability Coalition





For immediate release – Friday 26th March 2010
Learning Disability Coalition presents STOP THE CUTS Petition to 10 Downing Street

Whilst the budget did not specify the nature of future cuts, the 15 member organisations of the Learning Disability Coalition are fearful that the adult social care budget will be hit.  People have already experienced cuts in services and recent announcements from many councils suggest that the situation is already fragile.
The Learning Disability Coalition presented the STOP THE CUTS petition to Gordon Brown and his government on Friday 26th March 2010 at No. 10 Downing Street.  The presentation party consisted of Andrew Lee, co-chair of the Learning Disability Coalition (LDC) and Director of People First, Josie Scantlebury, Campaign Assistant for Mencap, Stephanie Newman representing the Down’s Syndrome Association and Anthea Cox, Director of LDC. 

The STOP THE CUTS petition has been signed by 9,408 people who are calling for the Government to ensure there is enough money getting through the system to honour the promises it has made for more choice and control for the 1 million people living in England with a learning disability.

Andrew Lee, co-chair of the Learning Disability Coalition said,

 “Social Care needs to be taken seriously in the same way politicians regard the NHS.  Our quality of life matters.  Without the right support then the quality of our life suffers.  We thank the members of the public who have supported us already and call upon everyone else to join us and STOP THE CUTS in adult social care.”
The current position is that the funding for adult social care is not keeping pace with demand for services.  Therefore cuts to an already under funded sector will have a devastating effect on the lives of people with a learning disability and the lives of their families and carers.   Every single person with a learning disability is entitled to services to enable them to live independently and enjoy choice and control over their lives, irrespective of where in the country they live.
The STOP THE CUTS petition is a statement of intent from the coalition to challenge this and any future government to not take from a vulnerable community.

Anthea Cox, Director of the Learning Disability Coalition said,
 “As well as signing the petition people have often shared stories of cuts they have experienced in essential social care support. At a time of huge financial pressures it is vital that government remembers the human rights of people with a learning disability by protecting social care budgets.”
For further press information please contact Xanthe Breen on 0845 230 0372/0778 748 7587 or email xanthe.breen@downs-syndrome.org.uk
--END--

Notes to editors:

· Members of the Coalition are: Association for Real Change, British Institute of Learning Disabilities, Down’s Syndrome Association, Foundations for People with Learning Disabilities, Mencap, The National Autistic Society, The National Forum for People with Learning Difficulties, People First, Real Life Options, Sense, National valuing Families Forum, National Family Carer Network, Turning Point, United Response and Voyage.

· Its co-chairs are Mark Goldring, Chief Executive, Mencap and Andrew Lee, Director of People First.

· The Learning Disability Coalition was set up over two years ago to make sure that there is better funding for people with a learning disability. 

· There are no accurate statistics on the number of people with a learning disability in England but it is generally thought there about 1 million people.

