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Important figures about social care for people with a learning disability
This paper is in a question and answer format.  The questions are in bold text and the answers are in normal text.  

How many adults with a learning disability are there in England?
No-one is quite sure.  The number is probably between 800,000 and 1 million.

How much does government spend on adults with a learning disability?

In total more than 5-and-a-half billion pounds is spent on people with a learning disability. 
A billion means a thousand million, so this is a lot of money.

Some of this is social care and some of it is from the NHS.  A small amount of this money comes from the Supporting People budget. 
Is the amount of money going up?

Yes.  The Government spent about a third more on people with a learning disability in 2006 than it did in 2002.  The amount spent on other groups of people did not rise by quite as much.
Are councils having trouble with paying for services for people with a learning disability?

Yes.  Three quarters of councils say that they are struggling to pay for services for people with a learning disability.  

In November 2007 about 6 out of 10 councils only supported with the highest levels of need.  It was predicted that this would rise to about 7 out of 10 councils.
Are the numbers of people with a learning disability increasing?
Yes.  The best estimate that we have is that the number of people with a learning disability will be 20% higher in 2021 than it was in 2001. 
How much more money is the Government going to put into services for people with a learning disability?

Government is spending about 1% extra every year on people with learning disabilities.

The Government will spend £520 million pounds on making personalisation happen. This amount covers older people as well though, so most of it will probably be spent on them and not on people with a learning disability. 

How many people with a learning disability have jobs?

The Government say that the number of people with a learning disability who have jobs is probably less than 1 in 10.
The number might be higher than this.  This is because there might be quite a lot of people with a mild learning disability who have jobs, but who the Government do not know about.

How many people with a learning disability are in education or training?

About a third of people with a learning disability are in education or training.  

Where do people with a learning disability live?

More that half of people with a learning disability live with their families and get most of their support from them.

About 40,000 people with a learning disability live in care homes or private hospitals.

Almost 30,000 people with a learning disability live in supported accommodation.

Do many people with a learning disability live with older carers? 

Almost half of parents who care for a son or daughter with a learning disability are over the age of 60.

A third of adults with a learning disability living in the family home are supported by a relative over the age of 70.

It is worrying that so many people with a learning disability live with older carers, because when their carers die we do not know whether the Government will put enough money into services for them.






