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Key Statistics – Funding of Social Care for People with Learning Disabilities
	How many people with learning disabilities are there in England?

	No-one is quite sure, because many people with learning disabilities are not known to councils and the Government.


	In their work for the Department of Health, Hatton and Emerson estimate that there are 828,000 adults with a learning disability in England.



	We can extrapolate from the Government’s paper Valuing People that there are around 974,000 adults with a learning disability in England. This figure is quite approximate, as it requires certain assumptions to be made when calculating from the Valuing People figures. 
    



	How many adults are there in each category of learning disability?

	According to the Government’s calculations in Valuing People there are 145,000 adults with ‘severe’ or ‘profound’ learning disabilities.

Using the Valuing People figures, there will be around 829,000 adults with mild/moderate learning disability.



	The Coalition’s view, and the view of many learning disability charities and experts, is that it is not helpful to think of ‘profound’ and ‘severe’ learning disabilities together.  We prefer the term ‘profound and multiple learning disabilities’ (PMLD), to distinguish people who need the very highest levels of support. 
There is very little information about how many people with Profound and Multiple Learning Disabilities there are.  There is evidence that the number of people with PMLD is rising significantly.  One study found that the number of 10-14 year olds with PMLD has increased by 75% in the last 5 years.




	How much is spent on adults with learning disabilities?

	Support for adults with learning disabilities is provided through a variety of budgets:

	Councils’ social services departments spent £3.12bn on adults with learning disabilities aged between 18 and 64 in 2006/07



	The Government estimates that the NHS spent around £2.3bn on adults between 18 and 64 in 2006/07
.


	The Supporting People budget, from the Department of Communities and Local Government, spent £171.2m on adults aged 18 – 64
 


	Therefore, total government spending on learning disability services was around £5.57 billion in 2006/07.




	How does this compare to the amount spent on other groups?

	Gross expenditure by councils on social care for adults was around £15bn in 2006-07
.  Of this expenditure, around £3.29bn (21.9%) was spent on adults aged 18-64 with learning disabilities (including Supporting People funding). 
  



	Is the amount spent on people with learning disabilities increasing?



	Between 2002/03 and 2006/07 the amount spent on personal social services for people with a learning disability rose from £2.5bn to £3.29bn (a 31.6% increase) in real terms (adjusted to 2006/07 prices)  


	Due to the way government collects data, it is not possible to compare past NHS spending on people with learning disabilities with current expenditure.
  


	How is the amount spent on people with a learning disability increasing compared to the amount spent on social care generally?


	In the same period, expenditure on all personal social services rose from 16.87bn to 20.12bn  (a 19.3% increase, compared to the 31.6% increase in learning disability services identified above).




	Is the amount being spent on learning disabilities increasing quickly enough?



	According to a survey by the Local Government Association, in 2005-2006 three quarters of councils experienced significant cost pressures for their learning disability services.  The survey also found that nationally, councils were under-funded by £80 million.
 


	Many councils have made cuts to services for people with learning disabilities by tightening their eligibility criteria.  Between November 2007 and April 2008 the number of councils only supporting people with critical or substantial needs was predicted to rise from 62% to 73% (figures have not yet been published on what percentage went ahead with these plans).



	Between 2003-04 and 2005-06, the cost of care in care homes for council-funded residents has risen by 21%.




	To what extent will the demand for services for people with learning disabilities increase in the future?



	Emerson and Hatton
 predicted, conservatively, an increase in the number of adults with learning disabilities known to services of 11% over the decade 2001-2011 and 14% over the two decades 2001-2021.  


	They estimated that the “true” number of people with learning disabilities in England would rise by 15% from 2001-2011 and 20% over the two decades 2001-2021.
 



	How much money is government planning on spending to support the rising numbers of people with learning disabilities?



	The financial settlement for social care announced in the 2007 Comprehensive Spending Review amounted to an average real-term increase of 1% per year (councils are free to choose how much of this funding they spend on people with learning disabilities, so this should be seen as a maximum figure). 



	Direct Department of Health funding is to increase by an average of 2.3% in real terms per year to expand personalised care, including individual budgets, investment in prevention and phasing out NHS residential accommodation for people with learning disabilities.  This will amount to an extra £190m by 2010/11.
 



	There will be a £520m Transformation Fund over three years which will be used to bring about the personalisation agenda.  As this funding will for both people with learning disabilities and older people, it can be presumed that only a small percentage of this will be spent of people with learning disabilities.  It will be worth £85m in 2008/09, £195 million in 2009/10 and £240 million in 2010/11.
 



	How many people with learning disabilities are in paid employment?

	The Government state “It is likely that less than 10% of people with learning disabilities are in employment.”



	Emerson and Hatton have looked at the numbers of people known to services in employment broken down according to ability level.  They estimate that:
· 17% of people with learning disabilities that are known to services are in paid employment. 

· 28% of people with mild/moderate learning disabilities that are known to services are in paid employment. 
 (70% of these people work for 16 or more hours a week).
· 10% of people with severe learning disabilities that are known to services are in employment. 
 (57% of these people work for 16 or more hours a week).



	There are a handful of people with profound and multiple learning disabilities in paid employment, however, this number is not statistically significant. 
  For many people with profound and multiple learning disabilities, paid employment may not be viable. 



	How many people with learning disabilities are in further education?

	36% of people with learning disabilities are undertaking some form of education or training.



	36% of people with mild/moderate learning disabilities are undertaking some form of education or training. 



	38% of people with severe learning disabilities are undertaking some for of education or training. 



	14% of people with profound and multiple learning disabilities are in some form of education or training. 




	Where do people with learning disabilities live, and who cares for them?

	It is estimated that 60% of adults with learning disabilities live with their families and get most of their support and care from family members.
 



	Around 39,499 people with learning disabilities live either in a care home or a private hospital.



	Around 34,000 people with learning disabilities are receiving services that are paid for by the Supporting People programme (85% of whom are living in supported accommodation).




	How many people with learning disabilities are supported by older family carers?

	It is estimated that over 40% of parents caring for a son or daughter with a learning disability are over the age of 60. 



	One third of adults with a learning disability living in the family home are supported by a relative over the age of 70.



	These figures do not take account the people with learning disabilities who are cared for by people other than their parents or who do not live in a family home, so the figures for all people with learning disabilities supported by older family carers may be higher.

 


� Emerson, E and Hatton , C  (2007) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Centre For Disability Research; Lancaster University. p 3  


� Department of Health (2001) Valuing People, a New Strategy for Learning Disability for the 21st Century. p15


The figure for the total number of adults is not given, but this number can be extrapolated by assuming that there is the same ratio of children to adults across all ability ranges. – the figures only show the number children with severe and profound disabilities.  When this calculation is done, the figure is 974,000 people.


� Department of Health (2001) Valuing People: a New Strategy for Learning Disability for the 21st Century. p15


� Using the assumptions outlined in (2)


� The Sheffield Care Trust (2006) Summary of findings from Adult Learning Disability Day Services PMLD sub group and additional Case Register information 





� Parliamentary question: 3 April 2008, answered by Ivan Lewis MP: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080403/text/80403w0038.htm#qn_323   


� Parliamentary question: 3 April 2008, answered by Ivan Lewis MP: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080403/text/80403w0038.htm#qn_323   


� Parliamentary question: 3 April 2008, answered by Ivan Lewis MP: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080403/text/80403w0038.htm#qn_323   


� Parliamentary question: 3 April 2008, answered by Ivan Lewis MP: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080403/text/80403w0038.htm#qn_323   


� Parliamentary question: 3 April 2008, answered by Ivan Lewis MP: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080403/text/80403w0038.htm#qn_323   


� The Information Centre (2008) Personal Social Services Expenditure and Unit Costs England, 2006-07. p.9


� Answer given by Ivan Lewis MP to a Parliamentary Question on 3rd April 2008: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080403/text/80403w0038.htm#qn_323


� The Information Centre (2008) Personal Social Services Expenditure and Unit Costs England, 2006-07. p.9


� Local Government Association (2006) Social Services Finance 2005/06. p.3


� CSCI, November 2007.  Figures obtained by the Learning Disability Coalition and available on request.


� Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI)  (2008) State of Social Care in England 2006 –07. p.23. This is more than older people (15%), but less than people with mental health problems (23%).


�Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. p.5


� Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. p.5


� HM Treasury (2007) Pre-Budget Report and Comprehensive Spending Review 


� Department of Health press release: http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.asp?NewsAreaID=2&ReleaseID=337211


� Department of Health press release: http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.asp?NewsAreaID=2&ReleaseID=337211


� Department of Health (2001) Valuing People, a New Strategy for Learning Disability for the 21st Century. P.84


� Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. P.7


�Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. P.7


�Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. P.7


�Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. P.7.  Due to the way these figures are calculated, those few people with PMLD who are in work will be included in the figure for people with a severe learning disabilities.


� Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. P.8


� Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. P.8


� Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. P.8


� Emerson & Hatton (2008) People with Learning Disabilities in England. Lancaster University. P.8


� Fitzpatrick, J & Wood, A (2007) Short Breaks: Supporting family carers and people with learning disabilities to have short breaks that work for them, Paradigm/Valuing People Support Team. P.6


� Department of Health (2005) Valuing People  – what do the numbers tell us? Appendix. P.44


� Department of Health (2005) Valuing People – what do the numbers tell us?(accessible version). P.16


� Mencap (2002), The Housing Timebomb. P.5


� Mencap  (2002), The Housing Timebomb. P.5





